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More than
thirty years
ago, two-third
of the nation's
waters were
unsafe for uses
such as fishing
and swimming.
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National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Program

To improve water quality,
the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination

System (NPDES) Program

was established to

&~ TS| prohibit the discharge of

pollutants through a point
source unless covered

under a permit.
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What is a Point Source?

A point source Is any
discrete conveyance,
such as a pipe, ditch,
channel, tunnel,
conduit or container.
Point sources include
discharges from
sewage treatment
plants, industrial
activities and vessels.

ENVIRONMENT &

\DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION




w

Non -Point Source Pollution

The next step in water

water quality protection

came when the NPDES
Storm Water Program
was implemented to
specifically address

non-point source
pollution.
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What is Non -Point Source Pollution?

Non-Point Source
pollution is storm
water runoff moving
over the ground
picking up pollutants
and flowing into our
rivers, lakes, wetlands
and sources of
drinking water.
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While the impact of an
individual nonpoint
source may be small,
the cumulative effect
can kill aquatic life,
limit the use of waters
for consumption,
recreation, and other
PUrposes.
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Siltation Is the number one non -point
source pollutant in our creeks and streams
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The effects of siltation currently impact
5,800 stream miles and 18,000 lake
acres in Tennessee.
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Siltation causes impairment by altering
the waters physical , chemical and
biological properties.
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